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Questioning Food
Choices at Bowden
Brompton Community
Garden

Kelly Mackenzie

A thriving community hub was the
centerpiece for
professional development session
for 2009. With a focus on food
sustainability and community
gardens, the session attracted
educators with a broad range of
interests from across Adelaide.

A stroll around the community
garden led by some of its
enthusiastic helpers gave some
great ideas for school gardens
and made a few people quite
jealous!

We heard from two experts in the
field i Elise Harris, a food systems
consultant who spoke about the
problems in the way food is

grown, processed, distributed and
consumed. This was an eye-
opening look into the norms we
accept and challenged us to think
twice about what we pick up off
the supermarket shelf.

Francine Smith from the Global
Education Centre spoke in-depth
about the significant carbon
footprint of food and worked
through some new education
resources available for schools on
this topic.

This was followed by some tasty
homemade soups and networking
with experts in the area of food.

Feeling stuffed full of delicious
soup and with a different outlook
on the way we produce and
consume food, participants left
the wonderful Bowden Brompton
Community centre with smiles on
their faces.

AAEE Annual General Meeting
and Resource Expo

Wednesday 28 October, 57/pm,
Global Education Centre Milner
Street, Hindmarsh

** featuring a showcaseof the best
environmental education resources and
games**

Tatachilla Eco
Classroom Walk

Catherine Hillier

The Tatachilla EcoClassroom is a
large-scale revegetation site,
established by Tatachilla Lutheran
College in 191. Since then,
students and teachers have
worked towards creating a
resource unlike any other, where
students can learn through hands-
on experience, about the
environment, their local
community and
Indigenous heritage.
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Held on site in the Eco-Classroom
on March 26", participants were
able to explore the area and
discuss its establishment with
Dolores Amos, the committed and
passionate coordinator of the

Cl assroom, whoo
indeed one of t
success! The session was
thoroughly enjoyed by all, with
much group discussion and
networking being generated
throughout the evening.
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Member Profile:
Jacqui Hunter

How long have you been involved
with AAEE/Environmental Education?

[ initially joined in 1989 when |
was teaching at North Haven
Primary School. | rejoined in
about 1997, when | started my
Environmental Education
business 'hunter gatherer
designs'.

What started your passion for the
environment?

| remember reading a kid's book
in the late 80s to my stud ents in
Whyalla that sent shock waves
through me. It was a futuristic
book about an alien who came to
earth and was amazed that we
could still go swimming in the
sea, because the planet earth he
lived on in the future had toxic
oceans that were too dangerous
to go near. For someone who
loves the sea, this was a wake up
call, and led me to an interest in
a range of environmental issues.

What do you look forward to in the
future?

Having a baby! And being able to
show her the beauty of our
environment

and how precious it is.
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OEducation i
powerful weapon w hich
you can use to change

the worl doé

- Nelson Mandela
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Carbon Trading: The
Solution to Climate
Change?

Tina Bentz

Nearly everybody is familiar with
the causes of climate change and
its impacts on biodiversity. In
the face of global warming and
species extinctions, the ability to
trade carbon and biodiversity as
credits is quickly becoming a
reality. But what does this mean
to you? Whether we call it
banking, trading, or offsetting,
the idea of valuing biodiversity
and carbon to promote
conservation is growing rapidly.

In May, AAEESA presented a
"Carbon-trading and Biodiversity
Credits" Professional
Development Session at the
Education Development Centre

Participants arrived and were
able to network while perusing
info-stalls featuring local
environmental education
resources and programs
including Urban Biodiversity
Unit's Local Native School
Gardens and Growa Great
School Grant; Zoom Lens

Project & BioWhat?; NRM

E d u ¢ a tWaterwatch and Weed
Warriors programs, and Zero
Waste's Wipe Out Waste education
resource.

Two experts in the field then
discussed the Carbon Pollution
Reduction Scheme(CPRS)and
Biodiversity Credit Trading. Richard
Furler, Green Ochre director, spoke
on Carbon Trading. This was
followed by a local school case
study (Victor Harbor R-7) from
Carbon Planet's Matthew Curnow
and a short video spoof from
cheatneutral.com (a satirical take
on carbon offsetting 7 check it out).

Patrick O'Connor, from O'Connor
NRM then spoke on Biodiversity
Credits and revegetation for climate
change. This was followed by a
lively discussion/Q&A to our entire
panel. A particularly hot topic was
the CPRS and whether it will be
strong enough to lead us into a low -
carbon economy.

The night was a success with all
participants coming away with a
better understanding of the
daunting subject that is carbon
trading.
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David Doherty is South
I OOOOAIT EABC
Environmental
Educator of the Year!

Richard Smith

We had an excellent group of
nominees for the National award
this year. Chosen from this
group was long time member
and passonate environmental
educator i David Doherty.

David was Convenor of AAEE
(SA) from 2004 - 2006. In this
role and in his long membership
of the committee he has been
consistently a beacon of
leadership, always a passionate
advocate of EfS/EE, a motivator
of others and a skilled
communicator.

As the outdoor and
environmental education
curriculum coordinator at Arbury
Park Outdoor School (APOS),
David has provided leadership in
developing and linking the
school ds curric
key ideas within the DECS
SACSA frameworks.

Davidoés work is
Teaching young people about
sustainability and instilling a love

for nature, the environment and the
outdoors is something he holds
dear, deeply believes in and imparts
to young people.

He is a valuable member of the
AAEE team and worthy recipient of
the South Australian Environmental
Educator of the Year.

International River
Health Conference

Katherine Thompson

Over 600 students and teachers
from around Australia and New
Zealand, converged on Canberra
on Sunday October 18" to
participate in the 2009
International River Health
Conference.

This biannual Firestarter
conference aims to give youth a
forum to share their stories and
concerns on local and global
environmental issues, and present
on their actions and achievements
towards environmental
sustainabilitv.

fl have met so many other great
people who are passionate about
the environment like | am, and

|l 6ve | earnt so nm
what the issues are around
Australiad , sai d Rive
Youth Council Chair, Chloe

Sinclair.

Several Schools from SA attended
the conference including 6
students from Goolwa Primary
School. These Goolwa students
were invited to meet with the
Minister for Climate Change and
Water, Penny Wong, who they
guestioned on her response to
help the plight of this fragile
environment.

Participants were left with a
stirring analogy by Indigenous
performer Duncan Smith, A T h e
rivers have their own energy and
spirit, they are Mother Earthsd
veins, and they
without help our Mother Earth
continues to suffer... 0

- Sustainable & Attainable is a
. resource that presents the basic

| central focus on practical, positive
- and achievable actions that school

! communities can maked and are

| sustainability.

Sustainable

& Attainable
Tacklling climate change

http://www.sustainableschools.sa.

edu.au/

facts about climate change with a

makingd on the journey towards


http://www.sustainableschools.sa.edu.au/
http://www.sustainableschools.sa.edu.au/

