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Happy Birthday!!! 
 
It is hard to believe, but it 
was 10 years ago that a 
community meeting was held 
at the Flagstaff Hill Scout 
Hall, for the official formation 
of the Friends of Sturt Gorge 
Recreation Park.  By way of 
honouring his 20 years of 
work with the Flagstaff Hill 
Scout Group as ‘Friends of 
Sturt Gorge’, John Michell 
took on the role of our first 
president.  We still use their  
logo today. 
 

 

From our first meeting in 
June of 1999, with only four 
people sitting around a table 
at the Scout Hall, planning 
the role of the group and 
wondering where its future 
would lead, it is wonderful 
that today we are a large and 
successful group.   
 

On May 16th we celebrated our 10th Birthday with a party at 
the Long Gully Volunteer Centre in Belair National Park 
(see photo).   
 
Our 34 guests included members and their families, Mayor 
Lorraine Rosenberg (City of Onkaparinga) and Mayor Ivan 
Brooks (City of Mitcham), representatives from the Friends 
of O’Halloran Hill and the Friends of Shepherds Hill, and 
rangers Jennifer Pitman and Anne McLean. 

 
 

Grant Successes 
June was an excellent month 
for grants.  The hard slog of 
grant applications by Grants 
Coordinator Liz Sawyer, 
supported by Pat Glazier and 
Amy Blaylock, was rewarded 
with two grants to support our 
weed control work. 

 
 
The first grant was a $500 
City of Onkaparinga 
Environment Grant to buy a 
brushcutter, for slashing 
exotic grasses.  
 
Our second was a $5000 
State NRM Community  

 
 
Grant (DWLBC) for olive 
control as part of our 
Broadmeadow Drive 
project.  We will contract 
Better Bushland to assist us 
with the larger trees, and 
follow up the smaller 
seedlings ourselves. 
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Thank You Lorraine 
 

 

 
A huge thank you to Lorraine Billett , who, after six years 
of commitment as our newsletter coordinator, has handed 
over the baton to Amy Blaylock. 
 
Lorraine was instrumental in getting the FOSG newsletter 
off the ground after a patchy start, and has kept editions 
rolling off the presses since 2003. This involved coming to 
grips with computers as well as doggedly chasing 
members for articles. 
 
Lorraine can now spend more time pursuing her passion of 
bushwalking, although she’ll have to be careful not to use 
up her spare time getting involved in too many 
committees.  You can catch up on past editions of the 
newsletter on our web site at www.chariot.net.au/~fosg 
 

 

Craigburn Farm 
Planting Day 
 
On Saturday July 4th, 
members of the Friends 
group and locals braved 
soggy conditions for a Million 
Trees Program planting 
event on the edge of 
Blackwood Park, on the 
Craigburn Farm land that has 
now been added to the Park.  
We were able to put more 
than 1500 locally indigenous 
understorey plants into the 
ground over six hours.  The 
next stage of the restoration 
plan for this area will be the 
planting of over storey 
species such as eucalypts 
which will be carried out by 
contractors. 
 
Top left – members David Clark 
and Michael Stead hard at work 
preparing tree guards. 
Top right – A golden wattle 
protected by it’s guard. 
Bottom – member Larry Resch and 
his helpers. 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 

Bridal Creeper   
The Weed 

Bridal Creeper (Asparagus 
asparagoides) is an 
environmental weed that is a 
management priority in the Sturt 
Gorge Recreation Park. It is also 
rated as a Weed of National 
Significance (WoNS).   
 
These plants, with their 
distinctive, shiny green leaves 
(see photo below), are frequently 
found around the base of trees 
and shrubs. Birds and foxes eat 
the plant’s small red berries, then 
re-distribute them through their 
droppings.   
 
Each autumn, the plant sends up 
shoots from a tuberous root mat.  
It is a very invasive weed in 
bushland, capable of smothering 
small native plants and preventing 
other plants from growing in the 
areas covered by the root mat. 
 
 

 
 
 

Bridal creeper dies down in 
summer and the only 
evidence of the plant are 
the dried straw-coloured 
stems wound among the 
lower branches of shrubs.   
 
To find out more about 
bridal creeper, you can visit 
the WoNS web site at 
www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/ 
 
 
 
Friends of Sturt Gorge 
 
At this time of year we 
focus on digging up small, 
isolated plants, making sure 
we get the whole rhizome.  
We remove these from the 
site, because if left on the 
surface of the soil, they will 
continue to grow.  For 
larger patches, digging up 
the rhizome can cause too 
much soil disturbance, so 
these plants are sprayed 
with herbicide in winter and 
spring.   
 
This year, our work will be 
complemented by the 
'Threatened ecosystem and 
species recovery in 
protected areas of the 
Southern Lofty District' 
Project.  The District 
successfully applied for 
funding for work in a range 
of parks through the Native 
Vegetation Council Grants.  
 
In the Sturt Gorge 
Recreation Park, Tony 
Paterson (Better Bushland) 
will carry out 

bridal creeper and 
woody weed control in 
Eucalyptus microcarpa 
Grassy Woodland, 
following up previous 
treatments, in four of 
the vegetation 
management units:   
 
Vegetation 
Management Unit 
(VMU) 17 (bounded by 
Bushland Drive, the 
eastern side of Gorge 
Rd and Magpie Creek 
in Bellevue Heights) - 
$1200 funding.  
 
VMU 21 (eastern half of 
the area behind 
Flagstaff Hill Primary 
School, stretching north 
to the Sturt River) - 
$1000 funding. 
 
VMU 26 (east of, and 
adjoining VMU 21 
behind the Flagstaff Hill 
Scout Hall) and VMU 
24 (east of, and 
adjoining VMU26) - 
$1200 funding. 
 
In the second half of 
this grant program, 
Tony will be contracted 
to work in VMU 28 (off 
York Drive at Flagstaff 
Hill), on the invasive 
introduced grass 
Pentaschistis. 
 

 



 

Thank you to all of our past and present members – we couldn’t 
have made it to 10 years without your support! 

 

 

FOSG Calendar        August – November 2009  
Month  Date Purpose Meeting Place/Focus Man 

Unit* 
Thurs 6th Weed Control 

Working Bee 
9AM Gate 7 (161 Black Rd, F/staff Hill) Continue 
olive removal behind Scout Hall. Grub out small 
patches of bridal creeper. 

MU26 

 
Sat 15th 
 

 
Weed Control 
Working Bee 

9AM End of Gorge Rd, Bellevue Heights.  Sweep 
upper area for olive seedlings and bridal creeper. 
Grub small isolated bridal creeper plants - remove 
fruit from larger patches to stop spread. 

MU11 

 
Tues 18th 

 
Meeting 

 
7.30PM Bellevue Heights Primary School 

 

 
Aug 

 
Mon 24th 

 
Trail Maintenance  

 
9AM  Trail Maintenance – contact Bob Grant**  

 

 
Thurs 3rd 
 
 

 
Weed Control 
Working Bee 

9AM Opp 48 Broadmeadow Dve, F/staff Hill 
(Priority area 1). Sweep for small olives, boneseed 
especially in drainage area. Continue removal of 
olives around old growth gums. 

MU9 

Tues 15th Meeting 7.30 pm Bellevue Heights Primary School  

 
Sat 19th 

 
Weed Control 
Working Bee 

9AM Opp 21 Bushland Dve, Bellevue Heights. 
Continue working across hill from fence line, 
grubbing bridal creeper, olive seedlings. Spray 
large flagged clumps of bridal creeper. 

MU17 

 
Sept 

 

Mon 28th 

 

 
Trail Maintenance 

 
9AM  Trail Maintenance – contact Bob Grant** 

 

Thurs 1st 

 
Weed Control 
Working Bee 

9AM  Corner Broadmeadow Dve/Gorge St 
(Opposite No.74), F/staff Hill. Follow up work done 
by contractors – continue drilling large olives. 

MU9 

 
Sat 17th 

 
Weed Control 
Working Bee 

9AM End of Gorge Rd, Bellevue Heights. Spray 
larger clumps of bridal creeper. Grub isolated bridal 
creeper seedlings, olive seedlings – drill & fill larger 
olives 

MU11 

 
Tues 20th 

 
Meeting 

 
7.30PM Bellevue Heights Primary School 

 

 
Oct 

 
Mon 26th 

 
Trail Maintenance 

 
9AM Trail Maintenance – contact Bob Grant** 

 

Thurs 5th Weed Control 
Working Bee  

9AM Opposite 94 Broadmeadow Drive, F/staff Hill. 
Continue work down drainage line – drill & fill large 
olives – sweep for seedlings. 

MU9 

 
Tues 17th 
 

 
Meeting 

 
7.30PM Bellevue Heights Primary School 

 

 
Sat 21st 
 
 

 
Weed Control 
Working Bee 

9AM Opp 21 Bushland Dve, Bellevue Heights. 
Finish thicket of olives at bottom of eastern 
drainage line. Work west from path to creek line 
scouting for olive and boneseed seedlings. 

MU17 

 
Nov 

Mon 23rd Trail Maintenance 9AM  Trail Maintenance – contact Bob Grant**  
*Management Units from theSturt Gorge Recreation Park Vegetation Management Plan, 2003. 
**For details of meeting place, contact Bob Grant on 8278 6724 or bobgrant@esc.net.au 


